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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

National Intelligence Officers 25X1

3 March 1982
Copy

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM: National Intelligence Officer for Strategic Programs

SUBJECT: Reported Comments of Richard DelLauer on Soviet Spaced-Based
Lasers

I concur with the attached SOVA briefing on the subject, although there
have been some very recent revisions to the draft NIE 11-3/8-81 that are not
reflected in the SOVA "comments." The relevant pages from the draft NIE are
attached. As can be seen from the NIE text, we do not anticipate the "...
deployment of (space-based) lasers as early as next year...." Soviet space-
based laser activity during this decade probably will be limited to testing--
possibly from a manned space station--of a prototype weapon for antisatellite
use. Operational deployment of such a weapon will not likely occur before the
1990s. A prototype of such a weapon for ballistic missile defense probably
could not be developed until well into the 1990s. We do not foresee space-
based lasers "capable of effectively attacking ground, sea, and air targets"
during the period of this Estimate. '
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Sovzets Bepo: e
Ready te Orb i
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By George L. Wilson :

Washington PoslStatt Writer - e
The Soviet miliay is well on xts
way to seizing the bigh ground of
outer space, with the first hig step
thg Jikely deployment of lasers thes:
8s early as next ye. entacona
researc,E director sad in secret pa- .
pers inadvertently made publxc.
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DeLauer's statement - was, _
posed to have beer ept secret, but. ]
Rep. Ken Kramer (R-Colo.) read it -
aloud last week durimz a publio hege-
ing, ‘where it was tape~recorded by .
Walter Andrews of Army Times ard . -
- published in tha newspaper \lns N
week. . '-";\
DeLauer’s assessment re t:.a \ -
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successful - te date,- although-fihe . -
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around the éarth, install o the.'
moon or any other celestial bcdy or
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clear or any other weapons_ i mass
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- The US. mxlxtary has be'ome inz. L
creasingly - dependent: on- sa'bﬁh!a .
whirling around the earth to" deter-
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-, one part of the earth to another; to-
- guide ships over, the sea and missiles:
;" through the sky and to tell ‘Soldiers:

i #5.:See SPACE, AS, Col; hnﬁs-&”ﬁfﬁ

il

]
R T

¢ ot o e S

o Py,

—

I 5 .
L ETTH . .
e ettt v St s$e0w s T 2 . e, et et
L e e e e

5 able o
. attacEmg ground, slgum.am:ets

exactly where they are on the ground
at any given moment.

If DeLauer is correct, all those
satellites may be threatened by pow-
erful beams of light shot from laser
guns ndmg around in space, where
there is no atmosphere to bend and
weaken the destructive rays. How-
ever, he could be giving too much
credit to Soviet technology.

Former defense secretary Harold
Brown credited the Soviets with
weapons that might knock out low-
flying spy satellites, but not the ‘ones -
that hang over the earth at an altl-
tude of 23,000 miles.

Defense Secretary Caspar W.
Weinberger has earmarked $218.3
million in the fiscal 1983 budget for
space defense. He said, “We are as-
sessing the technical feasxbxhty of

‘'space-based laser weapons.”

The Air Force is pursuing 2 num-
ber of weapons that could be shot
into space to seek and destroy Soviet
satellites. One idea is to rely on a
collision, rather than explosxves, to
destroy the satellites, with iron shot
and an umbrella of metal arms
among the concepts.

“If our understanding of Soviet
gpace doctrine is correct DeLauer
said, “[it] will allow the Soviets to
begm to place in orbit in the early
tively

) space. other words, troops,
ships and aircraft would be i imper-
iled by Soviets looking down on

them from their space shxps, if De-

Lauer is correct.

The making public of DeLauer’s
estimates is almost certain to help
build support for a bigger Pentagon
space program, raising the question
of whether the disclosure was pur-
poseful. Reporter Andrews said last

l

night that DcLauer had tned to dn-
suade the Times from printing hxs
statements, saymg that “it would riot
be a good idea.”

A source at the committee, where
Kramer read DeLauer's’ comments
at a public hearing last Thursday,
said the quotations from Andrews’
tape were accurate.- A committee
staffer stopped Kramer before he
bad read the entire DeLauer state-
ment on the Soviet space program.’

Air Force Gen. B. L. Davis, com-
mander of the Strategic Air Com-
mand, had told the committee the
day before in public session that,
unless the United States prepares}h
operate in space, “The Soviets will
eventually be able to deny us use of
space as a support medium and use -
it as a high ground to launch attacks
on US. targets. If they should
achieve superiority in space, they
could well attain a decisive war-
winning edge.”
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